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PROJECT ACTIVITY REPORT 

 
Project: Corning Property Management Corporation – Project 4001-19-03 
Project Address: 334 County Route 16 
 Canton, New York  13617 
Application Date: March 7, 2019 
Board Approval Date: May 8, 2019 (Sales and Use Tax Exemption and PILOT)  
Assistance Date: May 20, 2019 (Sales and Use Tax Exemption), Pending Date (PILOT) 
 

Project Overview: 

 
Corning Incorporated, a NYSE-listed company, is the world leader in specialty glass. With over 166 years of 
materials sciences and process engineering knowledge, Corning creates and makes keystone components that 
enable high-technology systems for consumer electronics, mobile emissions control, telecommunications and life 
sciences. From cover glass for consumer electronics, to microlithography solutions for the semiconductor industry 
and many applications in between. Corning's Specialty Materials Division develops customer-driven solutions for 
wide variety of material and optical challenges. The Company’s unmatched expertise in fundamental glass 
science and more than 150 material formulations for glass, glass ceramics, and fluoride crystals make this 
possible, along with our deep knowledge of thins films and the ability to process other materials. 
 
The Corning Canton Plant, built in 1966, manufactures high quality optical glass for the semiconductor market, as 
well as high energy lasers for space and commercial uses. Corning has a very rich history in space exploration 
and today precision glass products from Corning Canton continues to enable key space exploration instruments 
like the Hubble Space Telescope. The Canton project will expand the plant to add new Forming, Annealing 
capacity, and supporting infrastructure. The continued success of the facility and Corning's operations overall in 
New York State are critical to the economic health of this region and the State of New York as a whole. Corning 
is one of the largest industrial employers in the region, and the facility employees more than 200 individuals. 
CPMCo is a 100% wholly-owned subsidiary of Corning Incorporated. CPMCo owns the Canton Plant.   
 

Actions Taken: 

 
Proposed Financial Assistance: 
St. Lawrence County Industrial Development Agency (Sales and Use Tax Exemption Benefit) ...................... $300,000 
St. Lawrence County Industrial Development Agency (Payment in Lieu of Taxes) ....................................... $9,103,942 
 
Public Hearing 
Pursuant to Section 859-a of Article 18-a of New York General Municipal Law, St. Lawrence County IDA held a public 
hearing for the project on April 18, 2019 at 11:00 AM in the Town of DeKalb Offices.   
 

Economic Indicators: 
 

Jobs Maintained and Generated – The project will assist in the retention of 261 jobs at the Canton facility.  The 

employees receive a total of $32,000,000 in salaries and benefits, providing a significant economic boost to the region’s 

businesses and economy. Corning offers a compensation package that is significantly higher than regional average 

wage rates and offers a benefits package which includes medical, dental, vision, and life insurance, retirement, and 

education assistance, health and wellness programs.  Employment will increase as product demand increases at 

the canton facility. 



Higher technology jobs, like the ones at the Corning Canton facility, provide diversification in the workforce and 
employment opportunities for local college graduates. 
 
Improved Corporate Performance – The project will enable Corning to add increased forming capacity at the local plant, 
resulting in greater production volumes and capabilities.  By increasing the plant’s ability to produce high-purity, high 
quality glass products, this project will not only assist Corning in strengthening operations of the Canton plant, it will 
also contribute to the Company’s already significant presence in New York State.   
 
Capital Investment:  The total project cost for this project is estimated to be $13,300,000, on top of the investments 
already made at the facility over the past four years. 
 
Tax Base /Revitalized Properties:  The expansion will support the existing infrastructure, adding to the value of the 
property and will result in an increase in estimated property taxes payable at the end of the PILOT. 
 
Community and Regional Benefit:  Corning is a world leader in innovative material sciences.  Advanced materials 
manufacturing is a primary industrial segment in the global search being undertaken by OCO Global on behalf of the 
New York Power Authority.   A strong local Corning operation, which this project supports, is key to the materials and 
advanced manufacturing cluster in the North Country.  Further, the Company has global name recognition and an 
excellent reputation, demonstrating St. Lawrence County’s ability to attract and support top tier employers.  
 
Additionally, to “retain and expand existing employers within the County by prioritizing activities that assist in ensuring 
viability through more profitable operations” is listed as one of five major goals in the St. Lawrence County 
Comprehensive Economic Development strategy adopted by the County and IDA in 2017. 
 
Regional Wealth Creation:  Corning produces “trade-able” products, i.e., products that are exported to customers who 
are located outside St. Lawrence County.  The 2016 St. Lawrence County Economic Development study commissioned 
by the New York Power Authority and undertaken by McKinsey & Company made numerous references to the 
importance of maximizing such “trade-able” sector products as a key element in the future development of the County.  
 
The County CEDS further states, “Non-trade-able enterprises:  The NYPA Study highlighted that only 40% of the 
County’s Gross Domestic Product was created by non-trade-able sectors.  The key thrust of this observation is that 
the County as a whole is not selling enough of its products and services to the rest of the world and that not enough 
income is coming into the County from elsewhere.  Key non-trade-able sectors include government, K-12 educational 
institutions, and health care facilities which, though they may be major employers, and though they may attract transfer 
payments from the federal and State governments, nonetheless serve primarily local users and do not on balance 
increase the in-flow of wealth to the County” 
 
Clearly, supporting and encouraging the growth of operations within the County, such as Corning’s Canton plant, that 
produce these “trade-able” products is key to regional wealth creation efforts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

















































































 

For assistance please contact St. Lawrence County Industrial Development Agency at (315) 379-9806/TDD Number: 711 

8 
 

Would the Project occupant, but for the contemplated financial assistance from the Agency, locate the Project and 
related jobs outside of New York State?   Yes    No 

 
Is the predominant purpose of the Project to make available goods or services which would not, but for the Project, be 
reasonably accessible to the residents of the City, Town or Village within which  the Project will be located because of a 
lack of reasonably accessible retail trade facilities offering such goods or services?   Yes    No 
If yes, please explain:       

Is the proposed project a Franchise?   Yes    No 
If Yes, please provide a Franchise Agreement. 

 
Will the Project be located in a census tract or block numbering area (or census tract or block number area contiguous 
thereto) which, according to the most recent census data, has 1) a poverty rate of at least 20% for the year in which the 
data relates, or at least 20% of household receiving public assistance, and 2) an unemployment rate of at least 1.25 
times the statewide unemployment rate for the year in which the data relates?    Yes    No 
If yes, please explain:       

 
Does the applicant have other facilities or related companies located in New York State, outside of the jurisdiction in which 
the project will take place?   Yes    No 
 
If yes, will this other facility or company be closed or have operations reduced as a result of this proposed project?   

 Yes    No 
If yes, please explain:       
 
Are there any current occupants of this proposed site that will have their operations affected (including reduced or 
discontinued) as a result of this proposed project?    Yes    No 
If yes, please explain:       

 
Is the Project reasonably necessary to preserve the competitive position of the Company or such Project Occupant in 
its industry?   Yes    No 
If yes, please explain:       

 
Is the Project reasonably necessary to discourage the Company or such Project Occupant from removing such other 
plant or facility to a location outside the State of New York?   Yes    No 
If yes, please explain:       

 
 
Has the applicant actively sought sites and/or facilities in another state?   Yes    No 
If yes, please explain:       

Does the project involve pollution control or processing primarily for solid waste disposal?   Yes    No 
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